
 

VIA, ELECTRONIC FILING 

The Honorable Jocelyn Boyd, 
Chief Clerk/Executive Director, 
The Public Service Commission of South Carolina 
101 Executive Center Drive 
Columbia, South Carolina 29210 
 

 

Re: ● Docket 2019-226-E  

 

Ms. Boyd: 

 Please share these Comments with the Commissioners. The South Carolina Solar 

Business Alliance, Inc., (“SCSBA”), respectfully brings this Commission’s attention to the fact 

that Dominion Energy South Carolina (“DESC”) has stated in filings and oral arguments before 

this Commission that it intends to file an updated Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) on February 

28, 2020. In response to multiple requests by this Commission for proposals from interested 

parties regarding implementation of the IRP requirements established in Act 62, a number of 

parties, including SCSBA, have proposed a procedural process and schedule for Act 62-

compliant IRPs that is in conflict with DESC’s stated intention to file its 2020 IRP later this 

month.   

 

Given the lack of a Commission-approved procedural process and schedule for the DESC 

2020 IRP, and the fact that multiple parties have proposed an alternative procedural process and 

schedule that is in conflict with a February 28, 2020,  IRP filing by DESC, SCSBA requests that 

this Commission take any action it deems necessary to preempt a premature filing by DESC of its 

2020 IRP. DESC’s filing of its 2020 IRP, prior to a Commission ruling regarding procedural 

schedule and process, would be contrary to the Commission’s clear intent to consider and act upon 

the comments received by interested stakeholders in order to better inform this initial 

implementation of Act 62’s IRP provisions and requirements. DESC’s filing of its IRP before the 

Commission has established a procedural schedule and process would prejudice other interested 

parties, would unnecessarily complicate this process, and would be inconsistent with the 

Commission’s authority to promulgate IRP filing timelines and requirements.  
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Additionally, because Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC and Duke Energy Progress, LLC 

(“Duke Energy”), have indicated their preference for filing an Act 62-compliant IRP in the fall of 

2020 and have recently announced their intention to host a public IRP workshop on March 17, 

2020, SCSBA does not presently have the same concerns with regard to a premature IRP filing by 

Duke Energy in Dockets 2019-224-E and 2019-225-E. 

 

For reference, the following timeline reflects the comments provided to this Commission by 

SCSBA and other stakeholders related to IRP procedural scheduling over the past eight months: 

 

• June 14, 2019: Advisory Committee meeting hosted by Commission Staff where IRP 

procedural recommendations were made by SCSBA and other interested parties; 

• June 19, 2019: Comments filed from SCSBA and interested parties on IRP procedural 

recommendations; 

• July 5, 2019: Additional comments filed by Southern Environmental Law Center on IRP 

procedural recommendations; 

• July 16, 2019: Commission Staff posted collated comments in docket 2019-226-E from 

all parties on IRP procedural recommendations; 

• August 20, 2019: SCSBA participated in oral arguments held by this Commission on Act 

62 implementation, which included debate on procedural recommendations for IRPs; and 

• January 30, 2020: Comments filed from SCSBA and interested parties on IRP procedural 

recommendations.  

 

The January 30, 2020, comments filed by SCSBA included requests to: 

 

1. Establish a generic docket to be opened for the purposes of adopting a uniform set of IRP 

guidelines and best practices to clarify and support implementation of the new statutory 

requirements related to Section 58-37-40, which include, but are not limited to, topics 

related to modeling expectations, sensitivity analyses, data sources, portfolio 

considerations, and stakeholder engagement; 

2. Ensure that the generic docket provides an opportunity for direct and reply comments from 

Intervenors, Office of Regulatory Staff, and electrical utilities, as well as an opportunity 

for oral arguments to be scheduled at the Commission’s discretion; 

3. Set a procedural schedule that: 

a. Establishes an active generic docket during the second quarter of 2020 that 

informs a Commission order establishing IRP guidelines and best practices; and  

b. Provides adequate time for electrical utilities to file IRPs prior to the end of 2020 

that are informed by those guidelines and best practices, and 

4. Ultimately establish coordinated procedural schedules for IRPs and the suite of 

interdependent issues that rely on updated IRP information, such as avoided cost. 
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Therefore, SCSBA requests that this Commission take any necessary steps to ensure DESC 

does not prematurely file its 2020 IRP, prior to Commission action on comments filed by SCSBA 

and other parties on January 30, 2020.  

 

 

 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

                   

 

             /S/Richard L. Whitt 

       Richard L. Whitt, 

As Counsel for the South Carolina Solar 

Business Alliance, Inc. 

 

 

 

RLW/cas 

 

cc: All parties of record in Docket 2019-226-E, via electronic mail 
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